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HIS 104: United States History Since 1865 
Course Credits: 3 
Semester:  
Prerequisites: None 
Course Description:  American society is based upon combined cultures and groups. This course is a study of how that 
multicultural framework is embedded in the narrative of American history since the Civil War. Emphasis is on the participation, 
problems, and contributions of women, Native Americans, African Americans, immigrants, labor, and other minority groups. This 
course includes analytical writing and discussion of readings. 
Course Objectives:  Students enrolled in this course will gain a thorough understanding of American history from the 1870s through 
the 1980s, including the political, economic, social, and cultural issues that persisted through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  
Students will encounter various topics each week through lectures, readings, and primary sources—including both images and 
documents.  Engaging with these materials, students will develop critical thinking skills to find their own truths in American history: 
learning to navigate between contemporary voices, visual representations, and historians’ interpretations of the past.  By the end of 
the semester, students will have developed their analytical writing skills to craft their own argument about the American past.  
Course Disciplinary Objectives: 
● Identify major events in local, national, and international history 
● Identify different historic perspectives between historians in particular historical contexts 
●  Analyze primary and secondary sources 
● Develop an argument that evaluates evidence within a specific historical context 
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Locke, Joseph L., and Ben Wright, eds. The American Yawp, vol. 1: A Massively Collaborative Open US History Textbook.  San 
Francisco, CA: Stanford University Press, 2019. (free online; print versions available too). https://www.americanyawp.com 
 
Course Assignments & Evaluation 
There are two examinations (midterm and final exams), six quizzes, and two primary source papers in this course.  Each of these will 
involve document analysis and will test your understanding of the course material and objectives.  The final course grade will be 
calculated as follows:  
● Participation (10%) 
● Quizzes (20%) 
● Primary source papers (30%) 
● Mid-Term Exam (20%) 
● Final Exam (20%) 
Weekly Schedule:  
Note: this sample weekly schedule has been designed to allow the instructor to choose specific pathways within each 
week’s content to dive deeper into the primary source material available.  These are in addition to the primary source 
materials offered in The American Yawp Reader.  Instructors should feel free to selectively assign additional primary 
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2 AY 17, The 
West 
Wild West Shows 
 
Buffalo Bill's Show 
  
The Indian Wars 
 
"The Rescue" Statue 
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(December 26, 1862) 
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on the Dakota 
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Progress (1872) 
 
“The Right Way to 
Dispose of Sitting 
Bull,” April 1876, The 
Daily Graphic (NYPL) 
 
Frances Benjamin 
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Turning Hawk and 
American Horse on 
the Wounded Knee 
Massacre (1890/1891) 



























Bret Harte, “The 
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Impact of the 
Railroad Industry 
 
Theodore Judah "A 
Practical Plan for 
Building the Pacific 
Railroad" (1857) 
 
Congress and the 
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Island, NY c.1905 
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Island, NY c. 1903 
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Labor, Gender, and 
Immigration 
Sarah Orna Jewett, 
“The Gray Mills of 
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of her neighborhood, 
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Image of "Wedding of 
the Rails" (1869) 
 










Island, c.1905 (LOC) 
 
Filipino Baby, Coney 
Island, c. 1900 
 
Early Motion Pictures 
from the LOC (1894-
1915) 
 
Vaudeville & Popular 
Entertainment 
Collection, LOC  
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American Imperialism 
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after leaving Manilla, 
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Crew’s Mess, 1899 
 
With Admiral Dewey, 
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FBJ’s Images from 
the Pan-American 
Exposition held in 




American War in 
Motion Pictures, LOC 
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Committee 
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for Labor and 
Suffrage 
“Labor Condemns 
Horror,” NY Tribune, 
1911 
 
Photographs of the 
Triangle Factory Fire 
(1911) 
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Lynching Crusade 
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This syllabus was created by Jennifer Black, Allan Austin, and Mary Kay Kimelewski (Misericordia University History Department) in the summer 
of 2021. Support for the project was generously provided by the Pennsylvania Grants for Open and Affordable Learning (PA GOAL) program, 






Digital Copies on 
Sherman Anti-Trust 
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"Next!" (1904) 
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on the Triangle Fire 
 
More on the National 
Women’s Party, from 
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EXAM #1 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS 
1. Explain the theory of social Darwinism.  In the late 19th century, what did social Darwinists believe was the proper role of 
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2. What did the effects of westward expansion have on Native Americans? 
3. Explain the various social, political, and economic effects that the railroad industry had throughout the United States. 
4. Was the United States an imperialistic nation in the post-Civil War era? Why or why not? 
5. What is imperialism?  List reasons why Americans would support (and be against) imperialism in the late 19th century. 
6. How did issues of immigration and race shape American society during and after the Civil War? 
7. What were the successes of American reform efforts? Failures? What shaped such successes and failures? 
8. Identify key reasons why trusts and monopolies are bad.  Discuss various acts the U.S. has enacted to curb the power of 
trusts and monopolies. 
9. Why did Mark Twain refer to the period after the Civil War as the Gilded Age?  
10. How did the social, economic, and political status of African Americans change following the Civil War?  
11. Discuss the changing meanings of freedom from 1865 through 1900, particularly in how different audiences mobilized the 
concept to suit their goals (such as African Americans, women, laborers, businessmen, working classes, and elites). How 
did the government respond to each of these groups? 
12. In the post Civil War United States, corporations grew significantly in number, size, and influence.  Analyze the impact of 
big business on the economy and politics and the responses of Americans to these changes.  Confine your answer to the 
period of 1870 through the Progressive Era. 
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store,” Ohio State 
University, 1927 
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FDR on the Four 
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More FDR Speeches 
from the Miller Center 
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War II 
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- Creation of National 
War Labor Board 
(1942) 
 
Image from National 




CIO Annual Meeting - 
Debates of No-Strike 
Pledge (1943) 
 
FDR Fireside Chats 
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on Labor 1942, 1943) 
 
Women in WWII 
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women to drive street 
cars, Minnesota HS 
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EXAM #2 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS 
1. How did World War I shape the history that followed, both at home and abroad,  in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s? 
2. How did trench warfare play such a vital role during World War I?  How were the trenches constructed, and how did the 
troops fight within them? 
This syllabus was created by Jennifer Black, Allan Austin, and Mary Kay Kimelewski (Misericordia University History Department) in the summer 
of 2021. Support for the project was generously provided by the Pennsylvania Grants for Open and Affordable Learning (PA GOAL) program, 






3. Do you think Prohibition was a success?  Why or why not? 
4. There were many weaknesses in the U.S. economy leading up to the Great Depression.  List and explain the economic 
weaknesses in the 1920s leading up to the Stock Market Crash in 1929. 
5. Explain the ways in which racism and efforts to contest it shaped the United States between 1917 and 1960. 
6. What were the goals of the 1932 Bonus Marchers? Analyze ways the Bonus March impacted veterans of subsequent 
conflicts. 
7. Assess responsibility for the onset of the Cold War. What short-term and long-term trends helped to create the post-war 
conflict? Who or what was ultimately responsible? 
8. What events led up to the creation of civil defenses by governments during the Cold War Era? 
9. How did ideas about freedom inform US military action in this period?  How effective were arguments that justified military 
action using ideas about freedom?  
10. How did FDR’s “Four Freedoms” speech form a bridge between the policies of Progressive reformers in the past, and the 
foreign policy goals of the postwar years? 
11. How did changing ideas about freedom impact American citizens in this period? How did ideas about labor and economic 
freedom shift between 1920 and 1945?  How did freedom expand or contract for certain groups such as women, 
immigrants, African Americans, political dissenters, and homosexuals? 
12. What efforts did the U.S. government make to manage labor during WWII?  Explain the effectiveness of these efforts. 
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Bay of Pigs Invasion 




Plan in support of 
military force 
 
Transcript of CIA 
agent interview 
regarding Castro and 
Cuba  
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Platform of the 
States’ Rights 




Little Rock, 1959 
  
This syllabus was created by Jennifer Black, Allan Austin, and Mary Kay Kimelewski (Misericordia University History Department) in the summer 
of 2021. Support for the project was generously provided by the Pennsylvania Grants for Open and Affordable Learning (PA GOAL) program, 
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John Lennon, 
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Radio/ TV Address to 
the American People 
by President John F. 
Kennedy Regarding 
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President Kennedy on 
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1862) 
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American people 
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CIA analysis of the Tet 
Offensive (1968) 
 
Letter from Ron 
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Vietnam (1969) 
 




from the Kent State 
 
Friedan, Chapter 1 
from The Feminine 
Mystique (1963) 
 
NOW Statement of 
Purpose, 1966 
 
Report of the 
President’s 
Commission on the 











Primary source set 
on the ERA, from 
DPLA 
Primary source set on 
the American Indian 
Movement, DPLA 
  
This syllabus was created by Jennifer Black, Allan Austin, and Mary Kay Kimelewski (Misericordia University History Department) in the summer 
of 2021. Support for the project was generously provided by the Pennsylvania Grants for Open and Affordable Learning (PA GOAL) program, 







14 AY 29, The 
Triumph of 
the Right 
Atomic Anxiety & 
MTV 






Genesis, "Land of 
Confusion" (1986) 
David Bowie, "Let's 
Dance" (1983) 
Frankie Goes to 
Hollywood, "Two 
Tribes"  (1984) 
Prince, "1999" 
(1982) 
Men at Work, "It's a 
Mistake" (1983) 
Sting, "Russians" 
AIDS Activism in the 
1980s 
 
AIDS Deaths by Year 
(1981 - 2000) 
 
Video:  Reagan 
delivers first major 




ACT UP poster to 
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Give me your tired, 




against CA proposition 
96 and 102 (1988) 
 
How to demand a 




Audio-clip of Phyllis 
Schlafley speaking 
out against the ERA, 
1972 
 
“What’s Wrong with 
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Women?” The Phyllis 
Schlafley Report, Feb 
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Phyllis Schlafley at a 
Stop ERA rally, 1977 
 
Roger Ebert, review 
of Fatal Attraction 
(1987) 
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Ending the War in 
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Remarks by President 
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Will Afghanistan End 
Like Vietnam? 
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“Armed Protesters at 
Michigan’s State 





supporters, Jan 6, 
2021 (NPR) 
EXAM #3 / POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS 
1. Identify key anxieties that have stalked Americans since the end of World War II. How have they shaped American history 
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as well as what the US is today? 
2. How has cynicism shaped post-World War II American history? How is it reflected in the contemporary US? 
3. Identify the events that led up to the Cuban Missile Crisis.  What factors contributed to resolving the crisis peacefully? 
4. Analyze the ways in which the Vietnam War heightened social, political, and economic tensions in the United States. Focus 
your answer on the period 1964 to 1975. 
5. Where is the legacy of freedom today?  How have debates about the size of government, the relationship between the 
government and people, and whose rights deserve protecting / expanding influenced events and movements since 1945? 
How have various groups used the terms “liberty,” “freedom,” and “equality” to advance political and economic activism?  
6. The Brown decision called for school desegregation to happen with "all deliberate speed." How quickly — and how fully — 
do you think schools desegregated? 
7. Why is it important to study American history? Choose one event or period discussed in this class and use it to demonstrate 
the relevance of American history for today’s politics, economics, and society.  How can studying American history help us 
better understand the present? 
8. What has been the legacy of the Civil War on American history since 1865? How have certain groups mobilized the causes 
of the Civil War--both from the Union and the Confederacy--to achieve political goals in the 20th century? Where do you 
find the memory of the Civil War today?  
 
